Children of Incarcerated Parents Study Act
(H.R. _____ and S. _____)
Suggested Language:

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the `Children of Incarcerated Parents Study Act'.

SEC. 2. FINDINGS.

The Congress finds as follows:

(1) Witnessing and living with the arrest and incarceration of a parent is devastating for children and families.
(2) The living conditions, family configurations, and problems faced by the parents make it likely that significant numbers of children of prisoners will suffer emotional and behavioral difficulties. 
(3) Research has found that significant physical absence of a parent has profound effects on child development.
(4) Children of incarcerated parents are seven times more likely to become involved in the juvenile and adult criminal justice systems.
(5) Federal, state, and local agencies, as well as community and faith based organizations, can benefit from identifying the numbers of children with incarcerated parents, their geographical locations, and their current family configurations, and gaining additional guidance on how to improve the use of data assessments in considering the potential effects of their proposed actions on social development and stabilizing families and communities.

SEC. 3. CHILDREN OF INCARCERATED PARENTS STUDY.
(a) STUDY REQUIRED- The Office of the Assistant Secretary for Planning and Evaluation, U.S. Department of Health and Human Services shall conduct a nationwide study to identify the number of children with one or more incarcerated parent, their geographical location, and their current family configurations.
(b) EXAMINATION OF CURRENT DATA- In conducting the study, Assistant Secretary shall select and examine a variety of data assessments already in existence, completed after 1998, and compare those to the data being collected under this study.
(c) STATE PARTICIPATION- Any and all states receiving federal appropriations for corrections shall be required to--

(1) report any and all data assessments on the numbers of children with one or more incarcerated parent;

(2) compile additional data assessments regarding children with one or more incarcerated parent by extracting all pertinent data from pre-sentence investigation reports during regular prisoner reviews; and

(3) report any and all programs utilized by the individual state for non-custodial parenting instruction and/or mentoring of children with incarcerated parents.

(d) BUREAU OF PRISONS PARTICIPATION- The federal Bureau of Prisons shall be required to--

(1) report any and all data assessments on the numbers of children with one or more incarcerated parent;

(2) compile additional data assessments regarding children with one or more incarcerated parent by extracting all pertinent data from pre-sentence investigation reports during regular prisoner reviews; and

(3) report any and all programs utilized by the bureau for non-custodial parenting instruction and/or mentoring of children with incarcerated parents.

(e) PUBLIC PARTICIPATION- The Assistant Secretary shall provide opportunities for public participation in the study, including by--

(1) conducting public meetings in at least 5 cities that, as determined by the Assistant Secretary, are each located--

(A) in a different region of the United States; and

(B) in an area that is experiencing a high incarceration rate;

(2) making electronically accessible to the public information on the study and related documents; and

(3) holding discussions with Federal, State, and local government personnel and representatives of community and faith based organizations involved in the process of formulating data assessments and working with non-custodial incarcerated parents and/or children with one or more incarcerated parent.

(f) REPORT- Not later than 18 months after the date of the enactment of this Act, the Assistant Secretary shall submit a report to the Committee on the Judiciary of the House of Representatives; the Committee on Education and the Workforce of the House of Representatives; the Committee on Judiciary of the Senate and the Committee on Health, Education, Labor and Pensions of the Senate describing the results of the study, including the following:

(1) Findings of the Assistant Secretary concerning the sufficiency of available data assessments.

(2) Recommendations for improving data assessments.

(3) Recommendations for improving the availability of programs for non-custodial incarcerated parents and/or children with one or more incarcerated parent.
(g) PARTICIPATION OF OTHER AGENCIES- In carrying out this section, the Assistant Secretary should seek the participation of other Federal agencies.

(h) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS- There are authorized to be appropriated to the Assistant Secretary $700,000 for the purpose of carrying out this section, in addition to any other amounts that are available for such purpose.

SEC. 4. DEFINITIONS.

For purposes of this Act:

(1) ASSISTANT SECRETARY- The term `Assistant Secretary' means the Office of the Assistant Secretary for Planning and Evaluation, U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. 
(2) DATA ASSESSMENT- The term `data assessment' means the collection of statistics, including the numbers of children with incarcerated parents, their geographical locations, and their current family configurations.

(3) CORRECTIONS - The term `corrections' means any and all correctional facilities, including prisons, jails, detention centers, residential treatment programs, shock treatment programs, diversion centers, and halfway houses.
(4) NON-CUSTODIAL INCARCERATED PARENT- The term ` non-custodial incarcerated parent' means any male or female incarcerated within any corrections facility having a biological offspring.
(5) PRE-SENTENCE INVESTIGATION REPORT- The term ` pre-sentence investigation report' means any data compiled on a prisoner or detainee and verified by the courts, corrections, and or probation/parole.

Purpose:

Budget Considerations:

To be determined.
